
By Fr. Jim Chern
Newman Chaplain

A 
few years 
ago the 
NY Post, a 
newspaper 
that is 
known 
for their 

provocative headlines lived 
up to that reputation once 

again. “Cellphone text ‘from 
the grave’” it read over a 
picture of two relatives 
holding a cell phone in front 
of a graveyard with a picture 
of a text message that seemed 
to show how their deceased 
grandmother had texted 
them - which was followed by 
a second headline which said 
“The line went undead.”

The story details how 
in 2011, Sherri Emerson’s 
grandmother Lesley died of 

cancer. Sherri had placed 
her grandmother’s cellphone 
inside the coffin with her 
before they closed it for 
burial and then begged the 
phone company not to give 
away the phone number 
so that she could continue 
texting her grandmother. She 
and her grandmother had 
communicated a lot through 
texting while she was alive, 
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Visit us

The St. John 
Henry Newman 
Center is located 
at 894 Valley 
Road, Montclair, 
NJ 07043. You 
can reach the 
center by walk-
ing down the 
82 steps right 
behind Moore-
head Hall on the 
South-East end 
of Campus.

SAINT QUOTE

Live so as 
not to fear 
death. For 
those who 
live well in 
the world, 
death is 
not fright-
ening but 
sweet and 
precious.” – 
St. Rose of 
Viterbo

Mass  
schedule

Sun ........ 6 p.m.
Mon... 5:30 p.m.
Tue ... 5:30 p.m.
Wed .. 5:30 p.m.
Thu ... 8:30 p.m.
Fri ........... Noon

See calendar 
on page 2 for 
locations and 
more details Texts from the grave?

CHERN, page 4

CALLED & SENT
Members of Red Hawk Catholic gather for a group photo at the end of our Annual Fall Retreat.  This year's theme 
"CALLED" reflected on the Call to Sainthood that each of us as Baptized Christians have received - and how we 
can respond to that call.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW - our next Retreat opportunity is coming up this Febru-
ary 7 - 8 - 9 with the other campus ministries for the Archdiocese of Newark called "THE FATHER'S HOUSE"



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2019
31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

5:00 PM - 5:45 PM - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
- Fr. Jim is available to hear confessions - Student 
Center Café B & C
5:00 PM - MUSIC MINISTRY - Do you sing? Play 
an instrument?  Join us as we rehearse for this eve-
ning’s Mass - Student Center Café B & C
6:00 PM - CATHOLIC SUNDAY MASS - Café B & 
C. OUR ANNUAL ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE 
MASS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2019 
5:30 PM - Daily Mass - Newman Center Chapel

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2019
5:30 PM - Daily Mass - Newman Center Chapel
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM - NEWMAN NIGHT - Join us 
for the weekly gathering of Newman Catholic for 
a free meal, and presentation. This week’s theme: 
PRAYER

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2019
2:00 PM - FOCUS WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - 
Newman Center II - Contact Megan or Catherine 
for more information
3:00 PM Newman Catholic Executive Board 
(Eboard) meeting - Newman II
5:30 PM - Daily Mass - Newman Center Chapel 
6:00 PM - FOCUS MEN’S BIBLE STUDY - Student 
Center - Contact our FOCUS missionaries Darin 
and Dan for information

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2019
7:00 PM - FOCUS WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - 
Newman II - Contact our FOCUS missionaries Me-
gan or Catherine for information
8:30 PM - Daily Mass - Newman Center Chapel 
(our weekly “later night” Mass, followed by:)
9:00 PM - 10:00 PM - EUCHARISTIC HOLY 
HOUR - Spend time with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament with Eucharistic Adoration... Confes-
sions available as well during this time

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2019
12:00 p.m. - Daily Mass - Newman Center Chap-
el

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2019

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2019
31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

5:00 PM - 5:45 PM - Sacrament of Reconciliation 
- Fr. Jim is available to hear confessions - Student 
Center Café B & C
5:00 PM - MUSIC MINISTRY - Do you sing? Play 
an instrument?  Join us as we rehearse for this 
evening’s Mass - Student Center Café B & C
6:00 PM - CATHOLIC SUNDAY MASS - Café B 
& C
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Daily Calendar

UPCOMING EVENTS
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E -BOARD OFFICERS
PRESIDENT:   Karolina Minkiewicz minkiewiczk1@montclair.edu
VICE PRESIDENT:  Evelyn Nazario  nazarioe1@montclair.edu
TREASURER:   Claire Burke  burkec11@montclair.edu
SECRETARY:  Esther Cheon CheonE1@montclair.edu

NEWMAN CENTER STAFF
DIRECTOR AND CHAPLAIN:  Fr. Jim Chern - chernjam@comcast.net
CAMPUS MINISTER:  Mr. Michael Lewon - Michael.Lewon@rcan.org 
OFFICE MANAGER:  Mrs. Mary Kominsky - mareko423@aol.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR:  Mr. Bruce Mauro  - b.mauro1@yahoo.com
BULLETIN EDITOR:  Mr. dustin Faber - dustinfaber@gmail.com

FOCUS (FELLOWSHIP OF CATHOLIC  
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS)

TEAM DIRECTOR: Megan Callaghan - megan.callaghan@focus.org
MISSIONARIES: Catherine Cavanagh - catherine.cavanagh@focus.org
 Dan Robinson - daniel.robinson@focus.org
 Darin Howell - darin.howell@focus.org

Our Staff

Phone: (973) 746-2323 Campus Ext 7240
Website: www.REDHAWKCATHOLIC.com
Facebook: facebook.com/REDHAWKCATHOLIC/ 
Twitter: @RedHawkCatholic
Instagram: @Redhawk_Catholic 
HAWK SYNC (MSU Org Sync Portal) 
 Newman Catholic Campus Ministry 

Contact Us
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WHO IS ST. JOHN HENRY 
NEWMAN? 

We are named 
after SAINT  JOHN 
HENRY NEWMAN. 
Living in the 19th 
Century, John 
Henry Newman is 
considered a giant in 
the fields of Theology, 
Philosophy and 

Education who’s lectures and writings 
on those topics were considered 
significant contributions to both the 
Church and the academic world.  Of 
particular importance were his essays 
“The Idea of the University” in which 
he observed that the Church and 
Institutions of Higher Education were 
driven by the same goal - the search 
for universal truth.  His influence 
spread very quickly that shortly after 
his death, “Newman societies” started 
at Universities around the world to 
support and encourage Catholic 
students at secular institutions to see 
the link between their studies and 
their faith.  

WHAT IS REDHAWK CATHOLIC?
REDHAWK CATHOLIC is the 
short form of saying: the NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC CAMPUS MINISTRY AT 
MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY.  
Our “Newman Club” was first 
chartered as a club by the Student 

Government Association at Montclair 
State University in 1950.   In 1967, 
the Archdiocese of Newark bought 
the first house (894 Valley Road) 
which became the Newman Center 
- and expanded in 2014 with the 
purchase of the house next door (890 
Valley Road) which has been dubbed 
“Newman II.”  Both houses are open 
every day for prayer in our chapel; 
meetings and gathering spaces for 
our various programs; pastoral and 
psychological counseling and just as 
a place to hang out.  
Our mission is to help students grow 
in their faith through spiritual, social 
and community outreach programs. 
We do this through helping each 
other deepen their relationship 
with Jesus Christ and the Catholic 
Church which he founded. We are 
sponsored, funded and operated 
by the ROMAN CATHOLIC 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK. 
We are chartered as a CLASS I 
ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION and 
are a recognized active partners with 
the University on many committees 
and initiatives.  We have been 
named “Organization of the Year” 
by the MSU SGA twice in the last 
decade as well as being ranked #3 
in a Nationwide survey of the top 50 
Newman Centers.

ABOUT US

Today’s Mass: Wis 11:22—
12:2 (diff); Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-
11, 13b-14; 2 Thess 1:11—2:2; 
John 3:16; Luke 19:1-10 
Monday: Rom 11:29-36; Ps 
69:30-31, 33-34, 36-37; John 
8:31b-32; Luke 14:12-14
Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16ab; Ps 
131:1bcde, 2, 3; Matt 11:28; 
Luke 14:15-24
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; 
Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9; 1 Pet 4:14; 

Luke 14:25-33
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12; Ps 
27:1bcde, 4, 13-14; Matt 11:28; 
Luke 15:1-10
Friday: Rom 15:14-21; Ps 
98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; 1 John 2:5; 
Luke 16:1-8
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 
22-27; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11; 
2 Cor 8:9; Luke 16:9-15

Daily Mass Readings

Catholic Psych Institute
The Newman Center is blessed to have Therapists who 
integrate Catholic Philosophy and Theology with sound, em-
pirically validated psychology available on site every week to 
meet students for therapy for a nominal fee:
To contact Marlen Baiza - marlen@catholicpsych.com
To contact Sean Faulkner  - sean @catholicpsych.com 

WE ADORE YOU O CHRIST
One of the most impactful experiences for our members on this past week-
ends retreat was spending time with Jesus in the Eucharist during Adoration.  
JOIN US EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT after our late night Mass at 8:30 PM for 
an opportunity to spend time with Jesus in adoration and take advantage of 
the opportunity to go to Confession till 10 PM
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Chern, from front 

redhawkcatholic.com

and Sherri had kept all the old 
messages she had with her.  The 
phone company promised that they 
would honor this request and for 
three years, Sherri would send her 
grandmother text messages every 
once in awhile when she was missing 
her, or wanting to share some news 
with her. 

 About a year later, Sherri 
received quite a shock. One 
Wednesday evening Sherri texted 
her grandmother sharing some 
things about her family life.  The 
next morning she looked down at her 
phone and saw a response, seemingly 
from beyond the grave that said: “I’m 
watching over you, you’ll get through 
this, you’ll be alright.”   After being 
shaken and traumatized, she and her 
family were able to discover that, 
unfortunately, the phone company 
had released the phone number 
and this man who had received the 
“new” number thought someone 
playing a prank on him...which is 
why he responded. Sherri explained 
“Obviously we know that Nan wasn’t 
ever going to reply to our texts. It was 
just something we did as a comfort 
for ourselves, because she loved to 
text.  You can imagine what I was 
thinking seeing a message flash up 
from her.”

Many people, not even knowing 
Sherri or her family, were just heart 
broken for them reading or hearing 
that story.  While the idea of burying 
a cellphone with a departed loved 
one and texting them is probably 
a somewhat new and unique 
phenomenon – that desire, wish, 
hope to connect with our loved ones 
who have died and passed away is 
probably one of the most universal 
things we share as human beings – 
no matter what your religion, culture 
– no matter what era you lived 
in.   Some of the most spectacular 
tourist sights of the world – for 
example - The Taj Majal in India; 
The pyramids in Egypt – are actually 
tombs built thousands of years ago. 
These majestic edifices are ways that 
these individuals kept their memories 
alive - generations after anyone who 
ever knew of them had passed away. 

We do similar things right here 
on campus as we name buildings 
(Blanton Hall) for the same reason. 

 Every year on- November 2nd, 
the Church celebrates what is called 
“All Souls Day - The Commemoration 
of All the Faithful Departed.”  And 
throughout the month of November 
it’s a tradition to have special focus 
on “All Souls” (which is why we 
have the special Mass this evening, 
November 3 - and the names of all 
the beloved dead will remain on 
our altar throughout the month)  
What we are doing is answering that 
human desire to connect with our 
deceased loved ones with the eyes of 
faith. 

 There is nothing more painful 
or difficult to endure, to face then 
death (although I do remember Jerry 
Seinfeld making an observation that a 
survey once said people feared making 
public speeches more than death, 
which if that was true, people would 
rather be the deceased than the one 
giving the eulogy) All kidding aside, 
death is frightening. But as Catholic 
Christians, we’re encouraged, we’re 
reminded by these readings and this 
commemoration of All Souls Day 
that our connection to our departed 
brothers and sisters in the faith isn’t 
maintained in memorializing buildings, 
or looking for signs or messages from 
the beyond. 

In the Old Testament from the book 
of Wisdom confidently proclaims: The 
souls of the just are in the hand of God, 
and no torment shall touch them. They 
seemed, in the view of the foolish, to 
be dead; and their passing away was 
thought an affliction and their going 
forth from us, utter destruction. But 
they are in peace.

That’s hard to believe without them 
physically here with us. But is our 
relationship solely based on physical 
realities? We have never experienced 
the perfect peace described. We live 
in a world where we feel the pain of 
loss, hurt, anger and more. It's hard to 
imagine the constant joy of eternal life. 
The whole reason we mourn, we grieve, 
we miss people is because of a spiritual 
gift - which is Love. We have spent a 
lot of time loving the people who have 

gone before us. They became a part of 
our everyday life and when they are 
taken away, there is a void that is not 
easily filled. St. Paul’s words in his 
letter to the Romans are so comforting. 
Paul who’s entire life was transformed 
in meeting Jesus Christ after he had 
been risen from the dead - Paul who 
because of that conversion suffered 
rejection, torture, and eventually would 
be beheaded for following Jesus Christ, 
tells us: 

What will separate us from the love 
of Christ?

Will anguish, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or the sword? No, in all these 
things we conquer overwhelmingly 
through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
present things, nor future things, nor 
powers,

nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

 The joy of Jesus is what we have 
today. We can claim that peace in our 
lives knowing what is before us in life 
and death. We know that we will not be 
separated from the love of God. That is 
a promise. We must make the choice of 
believing it or not.

As we remember our loved ones 
today, and pray that they are beholding 
God in his glory - we are entrusting 
them to His loving, merciful care. It 
may be difficult to trust this at times, 
but the Bible encourages us to keep 
believing and trusting. We were 
connected to them in life. There is still a 
connection. Although different, through 
God's merciful Love, we continue to be 
united with them, both in this life and 
the next. They have impacted our lives 
and we are who we are by our loved 
ones' influence. We continue to live 
their legacy left behind. Our choices are 
influenced by our experience with them 
in this life. Not only do they “live on” 
inside of us, but they are truly living the 
life right now with God. The good news 
is that there will be a day when we will 
join them in this wonderful eternal life. 
No more tears, no more pain … only 
joy. It's a promise.


